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OPERATING SCOTLAND'S
ONLY WORKING TRAMWAY

FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Since reporting in the last issue that the Museum was due to
close for the winter at the end of October, I am delighted to
report that this decision was rescinded and the Museum has
remained open.

Having obtained the promise of a grant from ADAPT for half the
cost of installing the wheelchair lift in 5232, the Museum
suggested we could also apply for another grant from the Lloyds
TSB Foundation. Although the Foundation does not normally
consider grants for heritage or transport schemes, the fact that
our project was to provide additional facilities for the disabled,
made it eligible for consideration. Jim Wilson and I went through
to Bathgate to meet one of the administrators at which their
scheme was explained and we were given an application form.
As they have fixed periods for considering applications, this
resulted in a hurried dash to Edinburgh with the application
form, arriving only 15 minutes before the office closed. A
further meeting was held at Summerlee with one of the
adjudicators who saw the car and was able to get a full
appreciation of our proposals. I was very pleased to receive a
cheque for £2652 the day after their meeting.

We had also tried to get in touch with the local Railway
Inspector to. notify him of our proposals. With no reply
forthcoming, a phone call revealed that my letter had been
forwarded to their London office. Further phone calls resulted in
a letter advising that the Department of the Environment,
Transport and the Regions was the appropriate Department to
deal with it. However, the letter had not been passed on but the
official in charge, John Adey proved most helpful. He explained
that as the car was new to Britain it had to meet modern
regulations which are totally unsuitable for a heritage vehicle, but
we could seek exemptions by applying for a Statutory Order. He
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